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As June approaches | am aware that | have been in this post for five months. It's true
time flies when you are having fun!

To enjoy your daily work and be
financially rewarded for it as well is a
truly happy situation to be in. Those
of you who have met me already will
know by now that I'm a hands-on,
practical sort of chap. Whether its
splicing ropes, navigational issues or
simply a friendly chat, I'm your man.
It's in this way that I've met so many
people since January. It's good to
match the owner to the boat.

For those of you | have yet to meet, you'll find a warm welcome at the harbour office.
At this point | would like to thank the many harbour users who have made my task all
the more pleasant. As the marina is still a relatively new venture, | am hoping that we
can “iron out” any remaining teething problems together since we all share a
common interest.

Imagine our delight when a “well kent” face returned to us at the beginning of the
season, Tom Brown who has berthed his boat here for 20 years has returned from
his temporary exile in Macduff with “Iris”. Welcome back Tom, nice to have you back
on board so to speak.

| am sure a few will have noticed the ‘Ugie Runner’ on May 19" using its sledge to
dredge the middle basin and Les Taylor's excavator in attendance as well for a
couple of days. Between them they managed to clear a fair amount of sand from both



the middle basin and the channel. The results appear to have been successful, | will
of course continue to monitor the situation and keep you informed, watch this space!

Good Friday brought with it an amazing storm. My good lady (a keen photographer)
and myself stopped by in the morning to be met with quite a few other people keen to
catch the images of the storm on film. Other members of the public were enjoying the
dramatic scene as the waves crashed over the pier driven by horrendous gales.
Walking on the pontoons was difficult but the boats were all safely moored despite
the somewhat scary weather conditions. | stopped by again in the evening, as the
wind had still not abated. Again all was well. It just goes to show what a sheltered
wee spot we have.

April 26" was our regatta. Despite early
rain the clouds parted to reveal a sunny,
almost warm afternoon. What a great
day it turned out to be! The enthusiastic
stallholders, pipe band, radio
announcers and young ladies from ‘skip
to the beat’ entertained the many people
out enjoying the spring weather. Out in
the bay were our yachts enjoying the
new season in near perfect conditions.
The surprise winners, nhone more
surprised than themselves, were a
visitor, Neil Innes and in second place
our own Chris Clarkson. Well done lads!
Meanwhile the ladies in the sailing club
were providing refreshments on the
guayside — thank you ladies — a sterling
effort, much appreciated by all.

It was a real pleasure to see the harbour being visited by so many people with so
many others working hard and giving of their time to welcome them. We must do it
again! In the meantime happy sailing!



